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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

When I was asked to become President of our 

chapter two years ago, I said “I’m too old”!  Well, 

here we are two years later, I’m two years older, 

I’ve learned a lot, and have enjoyed serving in this 

office! 

 

How great it is to have so many new members, 

more than any other chapter in Georgia this year.  

My wish is, when asked, you too will become 

involved.  The more we do, the more we learn. 

 

Many thanks to all who served with me.  One 

cannot do it alone, but together we can achieve 

much. 

 

My best wishes to our new officers. 
 

Kitty 
CHAPTER DONATIONS 

        Please continue to bring Box Tops and Labels for 

Education.  Please check expiration dates. 

        Also bring your gently read books and magazines 

for the Merchant Marine Library. (No romances please.) 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 

March 11 at 11 AM 

at The Wynn House 

Program –  Eunice Carr  

Topic –  “St. Michael’s Church”  

Special: Election and Installation of Officers 

Hostesses – Eunice Carr and Erma Jean Brown 

Ancestor Minute-Eunice Carr & Erma Jean Brown  

For lunch reservation, send $12.00 check payable to 

Benjamin Hardin Chapter #366 USD1812 to  

Eunice Carr, 204 Springdale Drive, 

LaGrange, GA 30140,  

no later than Tuesday, March 4. 

Welcome Slayton and William Veale (pictured above) 

and Brandon Morgan, new Junior members of the 

Benjamin Hardin Chapter.  They join Elizabeth Grace 

Dodd, Taylor Ragan, and Lawson Ragan. 

Nominating Committee Report 

 

The Nominating Committee, comprising 

Regina Ragan, Carol Merrill, and Margot 

Dudewicz, presents the following slate of 

officers for the 2014—2016 term. 

 

President—Regina Ragan 

First Vice President—Ann Williams 

Registrar—Lynne Tate 

Secretary—Martha Thom 

Treasurer— Erma Jean Brown 

Historian—Eunice Carr 

Librarian—Carol Merrill 

Chaplain—Anne Wilson 



BICENTENNIAL  MINUTE 

 

Time Line 

November 29, 1813 – Battle of Autosee and 

Tallahassee, Alabama 

December 23, 1813 – Battle of Econochaca or Holy 

Ground, Alabama  (The scalps of the Fort Mims 

victims were discovered on display here.) 

January 22, 1814 – Emuckfau Creek, Alabama  

March 27, 1814 – Battle of Horseshoe Bend  

The Battle of Horseshoe Bend 

We have been looking at the Creek War - the war 

within the War of 1812.  You will remember it was 

multifaceted - one faction of Native Americans was 

rebelling against the influence of the Americans who 

were encroaching on Indian lands.  Tecumseh and his 

brother led an effort to unite the tribes into one nation, 

return to Native ways, and forsake the new ways of 

white settlers, but found resistance among the 

Southern Creeks.  The British enlisted Tecumseh to 

help them against the Americans with a promise of 

returned lands.  From late 1813, the Americans entered 

the Indian Wars following attacks on settlers, the most 

egregious being the attack on Fort Mims.  Both sides 

made mistakes, many lives were lost, and there was 

little headway made toward defeating the hostile Red 

Sticks. 

Then in March 1814, General Andrew Jackson began 

his advance on Tohopeka, the Indian fort where about 

a thousand Red Sticks had gathered.  They had built a 

strong barricade or breastworks within a “horseshoe” 

bend in the Tallapoosa River that they believed 

invincible.  Many of the elite of the fighting strength of 

the Upper Creeks were gathered there under the 

leadership of their principal chief, the prophet 

Monahee, and the fighting commander Menewa, 

“Great Warrior.” 

At 6:30 on the morning of March 27, 1814, Jackson’s 

army took up the march to Tohopeka or “Horseshoe 

Bend.” The bombardment began at 10:30 a.m. For two 

hours the guns fired iron shot at the barricade 

protecting the Red Sticks, who waited and shouted at 

the army to meet them in hand-to-hand combat. 

Perhaps a third of the 1,000 warriors defending the 

barricade possessed a musket or rifle.  

Meanwhile, across the river from Tohopeka, three of 

General Coffee's Cherokee warriors slipped into the 

(Continued on page 3) 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Student Spotlight from Alice Lloyd College 

 

My name is Josh Jackson, and 

I am a sophomore at Alice 

Lloyd College. I am majoring 

in biology (pre-engineering) 

with a minor in business. I  

plan  to attend graduate school 

at the University of Kentucky. 

I play tennis for ALC, and I 

work on grounds. This semes-

ter I am the full-time garbage 

man (or sanitation engineer, as I like to say) for the en-

tire campus. 

        I was born in Boone, NC, and moved to Bristol, 

TN, at a young age. I was born into a large family: 3 

half-sisters and 2 half-brothers. My father is the pastor 

of my church, and my mother is a stay-at-home mom.  

We never had a lot of money, but God has always 

helped us make it through. I was always active in 

church, sports, hunting, and fishing. When I was a jun-

ior in high school, my parents decided to adopt four 

young children into our family through foster care. Af-

ter this, we had no idea how we were going to be able to 

afford any colleges at all, so I prayed to God that I 

could get enough scholarship money to afford tuition. 

        I had never heard of Alice Lloyd College until my 

last semester of my senior year. My cousin, who was 

coming here for a visit, told me the school has a tuition 

guarantee for students from our area, and as long as we 

participated in work-study, we didn’t have to pay a 

dime. I was so excited that I visited the campus the very 

next week. I fell in love with ALC and its “at home” 

kind of atmosphere, and decided to attend. 

        My freshman year here flew by. The teachers are 

very gifted, and the majority of the faculty and students 

feel like a family to me now. In work-study I gave 

100% effort, and because we work so close together, it 

feels like a team to me. My reward was being hired for 

the summer work program at ALC this past summer 

and becoming a student supervisor for the following se-

mester. 

        This is where you come into my life. Without your 

donations to this college, I would not have the opportu-

nities that have been given to me here at Alice Lloyd. 

My life gained a multitude of potential, simply because 

someone who doesn’t even know me was kind enough 

to donate their hard-earned money. The experiences 

I’ve had here at ALC will last a lifetime and is sure to 

give me great opportunities in the future. For this, I am 

eternally thankful to you. I hope God blesses you in 

everything you do. 

Slightly edited for space. 



(Continued from page 2) 

river and swam to canoes lying on the opposite bank. Using the stolen canoes, the Cherokee and Lower Creek 

warriors crossed the river in increasing numbers, attacking and burning Tohopeka from the rear. 

At midday, Jackson ordered a frontal attack on the breastworks.  While the barrier was breached, it was costly to 

the men and officers of the 39th Regiment.  Once inside, the overwhelming force of infantry could move without 

obstruction.  The scene was horrific.  As one writer described it, “Arrows and spears and balls were flying; swords 

and tomahawks were gleaming in the sun, and the whole peninsula rang with the yell of savages and the groans of 

the dying.”  Jackson reported that the battle “continued with severity” for five hours (10:30 A. M. to 3:30 P. M.) but 

that “the slaughter continued until it was suspended by the darkness of night.” 

Menewa, although severely wounded, escaped.  Monahee was killed.  Jackson ordered a careful count of the Creek 

dead on the Horseshoe Bend peninsula.  The total was 557.  (One source says the noses were cut off as the bodies 

were counted to prevent duplication.)  General Coffee reported an additional estimate of 250 to 300 warriors lost in 

the river.  Losses in Jackson’s army were much less - forty-nine dead including the Cherokees and friendly Creeks, 

and 165 total wounded. 

Later events confirmed the prophetic vision of the Milledgeville, Georgia newspaperman who, upon first learning 

of the Battle of Horseshoe Bend wrote “…this battle decides the fate of the Creek Indians.” 

President Madison recognized the connection of the Creek War with the War of 1812. His message to Congress, 

September 20, 1814, contained this reference:  “On our southern border victory has continued…to follow the 

American standard.  The bold and skilful operations of major general Jackson, conducting troops drawn from the 

militia of the states least distant, particularly of Tennessee, have subdued the principal tribes of hostile savages, 

and…(the country) has been guarded against their cooperation with the British enterprises which may be planned 

against us in that quarter. 

Horseshoe Bend Battlefield National Park is located in 

Tallapoosa County, Alabama, on highway 46.   

General Andrew Jackson’s map of the Battle of 

Horseshoe Bend 

The map shows the Horseshoe Bend National Military 

Park and is annotated with the historical battle positions 

of Jackson's Army and the Creek Red Sticks. 

(PCL Map Collection at the University of Texas 

Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin. ) 



Starting a new feature about little known historical 

facts. 

 

Oysters a la mode 

Ice cream was on the menu at the second Inaugural 

Ball of President James Madison in 1813. It is 

recorded that the cream came from the Madison dairy 

at Montpelier and that the strawberries came from 

Dolley Madison’s own garden.  

A recipe for Strawberry Ice Cream much like the one 

served that evening at the Ball can be made and 

enjoyed from The Whitehouse Cookbook published in 

1887. (A very good recipe for Squirrel Soup is also 

found in the book!)  

Dolley Madison’s elaborate Washington dinners would 

often include a serving of ice cream. Her favorite 

flavor is said to be oyster. 

From the August 2013 edition of the NSUSD1812 

News-Letter. 

NOTE: A recipe for Oyster Ice Cream is included in 

"The Virginia Housewife," a cookbook by Mary 

Randolph, published in 1824.  It is essentially an oyster 

soup with the oysters strained out  The liquid is then 

frozen.  It is a savory dish, so maybe it was not served 

as dessert.   

Above: an ice cream 

container from the 

Madison china 

collection at the 

White House 

Museum. 

 

                  Dolley Madison, the original 

Washington “Hostess with the 

Mostest” 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NOVEMBER 2013 

MEETING 

 

New members—Amy Veale, Carol Merrill, and Maggie 

Redden—.were inducted, and three junior members 

announced—Slayton and William Veale, and Brandon 

Morgan.  

 

Margot Dudewicz 

presented a 

program on the 

Star Spangled 

Banner Flag House 

in November.

Peggy Vaden, who 

served as co-

hostess with 

Margot, brought 

beautiful roses 

from her garden 

for the table. 

REMINDERS 

Election and Installation of Officers takes place at 

the March meeting.  Please review the slate 

presented on page 1. 

Bring (good dates only) Box Tops and Labels for 

Education to benefit our schools and gently used 

books and magazines for the Merchant Marine 

Library. 

Having a birthday?  Donate a non-fiction book of the 

War of 1812 period to a local library or bring an 

equivalent monetary donation for the Merchant 

Marine Library.  


